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Relative to commending and congratulating the Guam System for 
Assistive Technology (GSAT) on the occasion of its Nineteenth Year 
Anniversary celebration on Saturday, March 23, 2013. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMfITEE ON RULES Of I MINA'TRENTAI DOSNALIHESUTURANGVAHAN: 

WHEREAS, the Uruvemty of Gwm Center for Exccllence m Developmental Dtn.bditiei, Education, R.cse.ucb, wd Setviccs (GtUm CEDDERS) est:ililished the 
GU;UU Sys:rcm fOt' Allststtve Technology (GSA1) project Ill 1994, after a 3 year development gnat w:u :i.pproved by the U.S. DepHtment of Edoa.tlon; and 

WHER.EAS, the technology-rebted a;,'Si..tlttnee for indivi<lw.ls begw with the D-isWilitiell Act of 1988, at1 amended in 1994, 1998 and 2004 (PL 100--407 md 103-
218); and referred to .u the "AT Act of 1998" (P.L 10S...394), whlch wu: ~ised oa 11/13/98; 11.0d the "AT Act of 2(X)4" (P.L 108-364), whkb >n$ pallscd on 10/24/04, 
wlucb provtded the much net.>dcd funding for the grmr; uW ~ " 

WHEREAS, itoce 2004, GSAT hu annwlly "AttVed an ave:r:ige of 385 lrtdtvidu:Us through training. and 90 indiVlduals through dcvKe dcmOfl~tr.lnons; it ce:achcs an 
estmum:l t 1,800 mdiVlduili thmugh public :oiwueness activities. and provides about 80 hours of techruc2.I assi3tance to public and priwte :a.gene~ md 80 short term 
device loan~ whu:h s..lVC! comumcn otn avenge of S4,821 through tts reutil:U.llnon cffO(U; and provides around $30,000 in tom funill to finmce a;illistive kchnology 
devices, and $25,000 to help mdividuahl with disll.bilitl« become self-employed; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the "AT Acr'' {j' to provide finmciltl as:suitulce to :st.J.tc:ll wd territotlcs to underttke activines th.2.r :l!fmt in m.unturu:ng md 
strengthening a permanent crnnprehensive 'tltewide progr.un of technology-t"ebtcd assist.a.nee foe tndividuals with ~btliticil of all ages and tn all environment!I;. :md 

WHEREAS, the "'AT Act'' pnority areu fOCU$ on tttivities wh.J:ch: 
1. provide direct aid to mdivtd~ wuh disabtli~ to to.!U:t'C they have ao::eu to the technology they need. to the cxrent appropm.re, md be able to :>ecUre :wd 

nuintatfi ~ of a.!sis:ttve tcchnoloror devtCett w they cw more fully ~te m eduation,. employment, and i:hily activities oo a k.'Vcl pl.:iytng field 
wtth othtt mcmbe-rs of thetr commwnties; 

2 mer~ the: a~!! of l.:iws, regulations, pohcies., procedures, pncncei! and orgmiurion:tl structurciJ thilt facilitate the av:uUbthty or ptovtsi011 of 
a~si:tuve technology devtceiJ and scrvicel!; 

3, i.ncce;ue the C2.pllcity of pubh.c and private entities to provtde and pay for asmtivi= technology devices and scMCes on a ~tltewidc has~ for indi.~ wtth 
disabt.lities of all age!; 

4. uilist m developmg and implementing :rull.tcglCS to eusu«: the timely acqlll'!:1t:ioo wd dchveq of asl'.itstive technology; md 
5. iticreuc the active involvement of tndtvidwls wtth dUabtlities md their fanuly man.hen, gu;udi.am, advocrtes, :and :mthorize<l reprcseotanvcs m the 

planntng. development, tmplementatioa, and evalw.tion of such a program; and 
WHEREAS, the Guam System foc J\5~:1cive Technology (GSA1) Program ~ adnunistercd by the GWlfll Ccntec fut Excellence in Development.2.1 DisWtlitks 

Educ:ltiou, Research. and ServiCd (Guam CE.DOERS), and haa developed :l strong foundanoa in the development of :l compreben.me stat:c-wtde prognm of rechnologyH 
rcLucd as:slltmce for indivi<lufils wtth ®>1.btliacs: within ouc tshnd; and 

WHEREAS, the GlWll System for As:allnve Technology Advisory CounaJ la composed gf 21 proactive mcmbcfi. to mdude, indivtduals wtrb dinbilitLeS, parents, 
and f.unily member! wbo are selccted from among their peers, :s.dvoacy Drg2t11Zatlorul, noo-profit service providen., iUld government of GtUm agency representatrv~; and 

WHEREAS, the cst<lbhsbment of :.m arcessthle Demonsmrioo and T nuning C...t.'"O.ter w:u m~ possible by the tn-k.ind support of the Program. It is loc.arcd at 
I loUSt! #19 Dc...n's Circle :a the Uruversity of GlWll campus, and it sctv~ u a ooe-!!top center foe ow: i:i.1md residentll in sea.rch of ~1Stive technology resources, 
providing mfornunoo and referral services, awattne8'$ training. shorMcc:n device loans. techruciJ ~bilCI; reutilization :i.ctivme5, altem:.ttivc timoong prognms, and 
h:tflds:-on demOll!ftra.ttorui of different :ls.mnve n:-choology devices; and 

WHEREAS, collabocltivc tntet;igeacy cffom are demonstt:tted by the jotnt co-tponsorship of this yeu's. cc!cbr.lnon with the GtWn Development.J Disabtlitle8 
Cuunol and Guam U'g.ill Scrvicoi C....:nponnon Dtsability Uw Ccutcc; and 

WHEREAS, the Guam System tix A:mtstive T«hnology lus promoted the use of a.-:ruttvc technology tluoughout the community, wd hu: seen the postnve effects 
that a.utsttve technology hat ukled in mcreasin.g the quality of life forind:tvidu:tls wnh dis:ibilitle$; now thett"fote, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rule! of I /orfiuTmUai DM N.1 Li.hulahtm11 GuJha11 d~ bcreby, oo bcbalf of I Lihuiat1'm11 CNJht111 and the people of Guam, 
<"ommend and coogrJ.tulate the Guam System of .\ssuttve TC'Chnology (GSA.'I) on the oca.5100 of ttll 19th Y eu An:ruvcnary celebntioo on Sattmhy, Man::h 23, 2013; and 
be u further 

RESOLVED, that the Speller wd the Ch2.trpenoo of the Committee oo Rules cernfy, wd the l.egiglitive Secretary :Hteu to, the adoption hereof, and that copies 
of th~ iU1De be rhcce.iftcr trut.muttcd to Dr. Hcidi San Nkol.u, Dtrector, Guam CEDDERS; to Cub C Torr~. AsillStlVe Tecbnology :.wd Specul Projecu Progr:un 
Coordilutor, to Dr. Helen Whi:ppy. VK:e Prew.ient, Academtc: wd Student Aff:un, Univcnuty ofGlUlll; to Dr. Rnbert Underwood,. Prc:mlent, Uruventty ofGlWTI.; and to 

the Hononblc Edward J.B. Calvo, I Ma,ga'laht• G~ 

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMrrrEE ON RULES OF I MINA 'TRENTAI DOS NA UHESL4.TURAN GVAHANON 
THE 19'"' DAY Of MARCH 2013. 
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Relative to commending and congratulating the Guam 
System for Assistive Technology (GSAT) on the occasion of 
its 19 TH Year Anniversary celebration on Saturday, March 
23, 2013. 

1 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF I 

2 MINA'TRENTAI DOS NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN: 

3 WHEREAS, the University of Guam Center for Excellence in Developmental 

4 Disabilities, Education, Research, and Services (Guam CEDDERS) established the 

5 Guam System for Assistive Technology (GSAT) project in 1994, after a 3 year 

6 development grant was approved by the U.S. Department of Education; and 

7 WHEREAS, the technology-related assistance for individuals began with the 

8 Disabilities Act of 1988, as amended in 1994, 1998 and 2004 (P.L. 100-407 and 103-

1 



1 218); and referred to as the "AT Act of 1998" (P.L. 105-394), which was passed on 

2 11/13/98; and the "AT Act of2004" (P.L. 108-364), which was passed on 10/24/04, 

3 which provided the much needed funding for the grant; and 

4 WHEREAS, since 2004, GSAT has annually served an average of 385 

5 individuals through training, and 90 individuals through device demonstrations; it 

6 reaches an estimated 11,800 individuals through public awareness activities, and 

7 provides about 80 hours of technical assistance to public and private agencies, and 80 

8 short term device loans, which saves consumers an average of $4,821 through its 

9 reutilization efforts; and provides around $30,000 in loan funds to finance assistive 

10 technology devices, and $25,000 to help individuals with disabilities become self-

11 employed; and 

12 WHEREAS, the purpose of the "AT Act" is to provide financial assistance to 

13 states and territories to undertake activities that assist in maintaining and 

14 strengthening a permanent comprehensive statewide program of technology-related 

15 assistance for individuals with disabilities of all ages and in all environments; and 

16 WHEREAS, the "AT Act" priority areas focus on activities which: 

17 1. provide direct aid to individuals with disabilities to ensure they have 

18 access to the technology they need, to the extent appropriate, and be able 

19 to secure and maintain possession of assistive technology devices so they 

20 can more fully participate in education, employment, and daily activities 

21 on a level playing field with other members of their communities; 

22 2. increase the awareness of laws, regulations, policies, procedures, 

23 practices and organizational structures that facilitate the availability or 

24 provision of assistive technology devices and services; 

25 3. increase the capacity of public and private entities to provide and pay for 

26 assistive technology devices and services on a statewide basis for 

27 individuals with disabilities of all ages; 
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1 4. assist in developing and implementing strategies to ensure the timely 

2 acquisition and delivery of assistive technology; and 

3 5. increase the active involvement of individuals with disabilities and their 

4 family members, guardians, advocates, and authorized representatives in 

5 the planning, development, implementation, and evaluation of such a 

6 program; and 

7 WHEREAS, the Guam System for Assistive Technology (GSAT) Program is 

8 administered by the Guam Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities 

9 Education, Research, and Services (Guam CEDDERS), and has developed a strong 

10 foundation in the development of a comprehensive state-wide program of technology-

11 related assistance for individuals with disabilities within our island; and 

12 WHEREAS, the Guam System for Assistive Technology Advisory Council is 

13 comprised of 21 proactive members, to include, individuals with disabilities, parents, 

14 and family members who are selected from among their peers, advocacy 

15 organizations, non-profit service providers, and government of Guam agency 

16 representatives; and 

17 WHEREAS, the establishment of an accessible Demonstration and Training 

18 Center was made possible by the in-kind support of the Program. It is located at 

19 House #19 Dean's Circle at the University of Guam campus, and it serves as a one-

20 stop center for our island residents in search of assistive technology resources, 

21 providing information and referral services, awareness training, short-term device 

22 loans, technical assistance, reutilization activities, alternative financing programs, and 

23 hands-on demonstrations of different assistive technology devices; and 

24 WHEREAS, collaborative interagency efforts are demonstrated by the joint co-

25 sponsorship of this year's celebration with the Guam Developmental Disabilities 

26 Council and Guam Legal Services Corporation Disability Law Center; and 
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1 WHEREAS, the Guam System for Assistive Technology has promoted the use 

2 of assistive technology throughout the community, and has seen the positive effects 

3 that assistive technology has added in increasing the quality of life for individuals 

4 with disabilities; now therefore, be it 

5 RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Mina'Trentai Dos Na 

6 Liheslaturan Guahan does hereby, on behalf of I Liheslaturan Guahan and the people 

7 of Guam, commend and congratulate the Guam System of Assistive Technology 

8 (GSAT) on the occasion of its 19th Year Anniversary celebration on Saturday, March 

9 23, 2013; and be it further 

10 RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules 

11 certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of 

12 the same be thereafter transmitted to Dr. Heidi San Nicolas, Director, Guam 

13 CEDDERS; to Carla C. Torres, Assistive Technology and Special Projects Program 

14 Coordinator; to Dr. Helen Whippy, Vice President, Academic and Student Affairs, 

15 University of Guam; to Dr. Robert Underwood, President, University of Guam; and to 

16 the Honorable Edward J.B. Calvo, I Maga'lahen Guahan. 

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF 
I MINA 'TRENTAI DOS NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE 19TH DAY OF 
MARCH2013. 

Ac· 

UNA BARNES 
Legislative Secretary 
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